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MEETINGS 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The second Annual Meeting of the 
Society will be held in the "old post 
office" building in Hawthorn Road 
(opposite to the Town Hall) on 
Wednesday, 21st August at 8.00 p.m. 

At the conclusion of the business, 
Mr. D.W.M. Grant, F.H.G., will address 
the meeting on the subject of GENEALOGY 
AND LOCAL HISTORY. Mr. Grant, who is the 
foundation president of the newly formed 
'Australian Institute of Genealogical 
Studies', has had considerable experience 
as a practicing genealogist and is the 
author of many publications on family 
history and research procedure. 

OCTOBER MEETING 

The October meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, 16th October. Subject to be 
announced. 

NEW COUNCILLOR 

Mrs. Noela Steward of East St. Kilda 
has been elcted a Councillor for the 
North Ward at a bye-election held on 
17th July. Cr. Steward who is 31, and 
the mother of two daughters, has been 
active in a number of community 
activities and is particularly 
interested in youth and child care. 

The bye-election was held to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of 
Cr. R.K. Aitken which occurred on 10th 
June. Cr. Aitken was elected to the 
Council in 1970 and at the time of his 
death was a Commissioner of the 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works, and Chairman of the Council's 
General Purposes Committee. 
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NEW MEMBER 

Miss L. Day, East Brighton. 

RESEARCH 

The following list has been compiled 
in order to indicate to members the 
areas in which research is proceeding 
within the Society. The Committee would 
like to hear from members who would be 
willing to work on subjects within this 
range or who could contribute informa-
tion, illustrations, or other material 
which would assist the Society in the 
preparation of a history of the City of 
Caulfield. 

Geography - Topography 

Physical characteristics of the 
district when first settlement took 
place and subsequently. Reasons for 
settlement. 

Aborigines 

Caulfield was not an area inhabited 
by aborigines, but they were frequent 
visitors. 

Pioneers 

Character and composition of early 
settlers. Biographical details. 

Later settlers 

As for pioneers. 

Economic Development 

Transport and Communications includ-
ing Roads, Railways and Tramways. 
Agriculture. 
Manufacturing and Service 
industries, private businesses, 
banks, etc. 

continued page 42 
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PADDY'S SWAMP, PUNTERS, PLANNING, 
AND PEOPLE 

By K.A. Austin 

An Address delivered at a Meeting 
to consider the formation of a 
Historical Society at the Caulfield 
Town Hall on 12 July, 1972. 

A little over one hundred years ago, 
on the 27th of June, 1872, the Caulfield 
Shire Council held its usual regular 
meeting. Less than a year before, the 
area had been elevated to a Shire from 
its former more lowly status as a Road 
District in the Parish of Prahran. At 
the meeting, the President, Mr. Thomas 
Watts, and Councillors Lloyd, M'Laren, 
Stephen, Nelson, Ellis, and Webb were 
present. Proceedings were soon enlivened 
through the presentation of a complaint - 
a fairly common occurence at meetings of 
early Local Government bodies. 

A Mr. Crosbie had written complaining 
that two drains ran through his property, 
and requesting that the water be made to 
flow into one only. The necessary work 
was ordered to be done, the cost not to 
exceed £5. Mr. Crosbie's initials were 
not stated in the report of the meeting, 
but he could have been Mr. John W. 
Crosbie of Murrumbeena Road, who became 
President of the Shire in 1875. 

The Councillors, as they worked 
through an agenda of about thirteen items 
and a handful of accounts, could not in 
their wildest dreams have imagined the 
enormous growth of Municipal business 
that was to occur over the next one 
hundred years. As we are now, they were 
then in the forefront of Time, but merely 
engaged in steadily improving a pleasant 
rural countryside for the benefit of the 
residents, using the democratic processes 
that had been perfected in their British 
former homeland during a thousand years 
or more, from the days of the Saxon Moot, 
if not earlier. 

They were not to know that the Audit 
Fee they fixed in 1872  at £313!- would 
rise to $2,172.00 in 1972;  that the 
Charity Grant of £20 they appropriated 
then on the basis of £5 each to the 
Melbourne and Alfred Hospitals and £5 to 
the Ladies Benevolent Society, with £5 

retained, would appear on the Estimates 
in 1972 at $3,000.00; that a century 
later a normal Council meeting would deal 
with an agenda of 122 items, and a 
Finance meeting would pass accounts 
totalling over $286,000.00, in contrast 
to the 1130/12/1 passed at the meeting of 
27th June,  1872.  When the Councillors 
ordered tenders for the erection and 
lighting of two lamps in the Glenhimtly 
Road, they could not foresee that in 
1971/1972 street lighting would cost the 
Caulfield ratepayers $98,000.00, and that 
the £56 voted specifically for road 
maintenance would be contrasted with the 
vote made in June, 1972,  at $2,226.00 for 
that purpose. After all, there were only 
181 property owners or occupiers listed 
in Caulfield in 1872.  Today, the popula-
tion totals approximately 79,000, of whom 
43,000 have the necessary property or 
occupancy qualifications which entitle 
them to vote. 

The spectacular contrasts highlighted 
in the above comparisons relate, of 
course, only to the scale of operations. 
They do not reveal the increased range of 
functions for which the present-day 
Council is responsible. At the meeting 
in 1872 other familiar matters were dealt 
with. One was the recommendation by the 
St. Kilda Council that 100 be spent on 
the "boundary road" (Hotham Street). The 
matter was afforded the traditional 
treatment of being "referred to the 
surveyor." Another item was the decision 
to reprimand by letter the Rev. H.B. 
Macartney, Jnr., incumbent of the Church 
of England, and the Railway Company 
(strange partners in Municipal crime!) 
for "constructing crossings without 
permission." But the Councillors would 
have been surprised to know that such 
matters as the provision of libraries, 
tourist resorts, aerodromes, electricity 
supply, infant welfare centres, ambulance 
services, and unemployment relief, would 
be added to the list of Municipal powers 
in response to a century of progress in 
technology and social thinking. 

Despite all this, the awe-inspiring 
thing about Local Government is the con-
tinuity of functions, in which, to quote 
a recent statement by Professor Manning 
Clark, "the Present is a mirror of the 
Past." For example, in 1872, "some 
necessary repairs were ordered on the 
Warren's-road " (North Road), and the 
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tender of J. Ilbury was accepted for 
Mirumbeena-road (sic), £26," as the 
report put it. It is perhaps exasperat-
ing to find that one hundred years later 
the Caulfield Council is still messing 
about with both those roads - Murrumbeena 
Road cost $26,816.00 in 1971, and work on 
the North Road, for which a contract for 
$228,1 03.00 has been let, is still going 
on. 

Quiet and slow-moving as Municipal 
affairs might seem to us to have been a 
century ago, time does not stand still, 
and in their own way the Councillors of 
1872 were already conditioned to change. 
They had lived through the incredible 
Gold Rushes, which had multiplied 
Victoria's population sevenfold in a 
decade, they had -seen the coming of 
railways and the transport revolution 
effected by the coaches of Cobb and Co. 
Only five days after the Shire Council 
meeting referred to, the first overseas 
telegram had reached Melbourne. Even 
if the actual use of the service was 
for the wealthy only - a telegram to 
London cost £91111- for twenty words - 
the feeling of isolation from world 
affairs was gone, and this event alone 
was to accelerate progress. The Colony 
was poised for another period of 
development, the full force of which 
would be felt in the 1880s, and in which 
Caulfield would share. 

A study of the "Australasian" weekly 
newspaper suggests that the main 
pre-occupation of Melbourne's citizens 
in 1872  were the turf, parliamentary 
proceedings, the police court, and 
cricket, in that order. Other items of 
topical interest were the progress to 
completion of the Overseas Telegraph 
Line, and the mounting criticism of 
Baron von Mueller, Director of the 
Botanical Gardens, over his attitude to 
landscaping. In at least two of these 
popular matters - gardens and the turf - 
Caulfield was soon to play a significant 
part. 

In response no doubt to local requests 
"A Caulfield Racecourse Recreation and 
Public Park Permanently Reserved", as the 
Prahran Parish Plan dated 3 May 1882 
calls it, was gazetted in 1879. Also in 
1879, and possibly connected with the 
reservation of the Racecourse, the rail-
way was extended from South Yarra to 
Oakleigh via Caulfield, and opened for 

traffic on the 2nd of April. In the same 
year, the area fronting Balaclava Road 
and appearing on old maps as "Paddy's 
Swamp" was gazetted as "Public Park and 
Watering Place." Today, as Caulfield 
Park, it is used by ten cricket clubs and 
many other sporting bodies. 

Although like other Municipalities 
Caulfield was later forced to follow the 
precedent set by Prahran in 1882 and 
repurchase land for public parks, the 
securing in the 1870s as Crown Land 
Reserves of the Racecourse and Caulfield 
Park areas totalling 209 acres was a 
far-sighted achievement, which gave 
Caulfield more than half the total area 
of its present parks and gardens. For 
this alone, the present Caulfield 
citizens should rise and call their fore-
fathers blessed, and following their 
example should strive to do as well when 
using their rights under modern planning 
legislation to preserve their environment 
for the future. 

It is hoped that this fragmentary 
dipping into Caulfield's past and present 
situations might encourage others to 
search for and find some satisfying 
aspects of Caulfield's history to explore 
and record in detail. How virgin bush 
became farmlands, how farmlands were 
replaced in a century by 18,000 houses 
and 1,1400 shops, how the five-acre 
property owned by G.B. Hailes in 1872 
became part of the Grimwade House of 
today, how a Shire's annual revenue of a 
few hundred pounds grew to a City's 
budget of over two million dollars, how 
Paddy's Swamp became Caulfield Park - 
these and other broad and detailed 
questions, together with the stories of 
the men and women who lived, worked, and 
made things happen, form the subject 
matter of local history as it concerns 
Caulfield. May the proposed Society, as 
it explores, records, preserves, and 
publicises the great human story which is 
the history of Caulfield, have every 
success. 
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STATISTICS - SHIRE OF CAULFIELD 

Year Estimated Number of Value of Rateable Total 
Population Dwellings Property Revenue 

Total f Annual 

1815 2,100 
1876 2,500 3)40,7)40 28,395 3,8614 
1877 2,500 355,900 29,657 14,995 
1878 2,500 14314 51476 31,034 2,961 
1879 2,386 384 1400,000 32,258 5,018 
1880 251488 415 386,288 325199 2,773 
1881 2,488 5214,136 32,159 14,391 

1882 2,5514 1420 569,730 37,982 14,609 
1883 2,721 14614 809,260 140,1463 5,151 
18814 3,005 1466 81)4,114)4 14)4 3 63)4 6,203 
1885 3,255 511 938,1480 58 5 655 7,588 
1886 5,000 1,000 1,290,000 86.098 9,221 
1887 5,000 1,000 1,721,960 86,098 10,131 
1888 61000 1,600 2,500,000 136,800 16,059 
1889 6,1400 1,600 3,835,674 213,093 21,139 

1890 7,992 1,939 3,781,548 210,086 36,837 
1891 89005 1,939 3,7149,flfl14 208.278 1413656 
1892 8,200 2,000 3,1489,730 193,8714 17,01414 

(18914 8,500 1,965 3,269,200 163,1460 12,1465 

(1897 9,3145 2,020 2,025,600 101,280 105873 

(1901 9,5141 

Source: VICTORIAN YEAR BOOK (Annual Volumes) 

* Note: The Year Book was not published in the years 1895,  1896, 1898-1900. 

RESEARCH 
(cont'd from page 39) 

Political Activities 

Form of Government. 
Changes of boundaries - the Caulfield 
boundaries were far from static in 
the early days. 
Prominent Officials. 
Civic Services. 

Religious Development 

Development of the major and minor 
denominations within the City area 
and their relationship with each 
other. 

Population History 

Growth/decline of total population. 

Newspapers, Periodicals, etc. 

Education 

First schools. 
Church and other private schools. 
State schools - primary, secondary, 
tertiary. 

Social Organisations 

Origins and growth. 

Recreational Organisations 

Origins and growth of sporting 
groups such as cricket, football, 
racing, etc. 

Buildings 

Houses, public buildings. 

Hotels 

Place names, Street names 

Origin and reasons for their use. 


